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SENATE BI LL 6593

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kline, Oem g, Rockefeller, Swecker, Mrray, Regala, and
Pri denore

Read first time 01/18/08. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to groundwater nonitoring and assessnent; anendi ng
RCW 43. 27A. 130; adding a new section to chapter 90.54 RCW creating a
new section; recodifying RCW43.27A. 130; and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 43.27A. 130 and 1988 c¢ 127 s 26 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of ecology nay nmake conplete inventories of the
state's water resources and enter into such agreenents wth the
director of the United States geological survey as wll ((+nrsure))
ensure that investigations and surveys are carried on in an econom cal
manner .

(2) The departnent shall enhance the anbient groundwater nonitoring
and assessnent program in order to accurately characterize long-term
trends in the state's groundwater levels and water quality. The
program nmay be inproved in phases and nust include but is not linmted
to:

(a) Standardizing nethods, quality assurance, and data managenent
practices for neasuring groundwater |levels and quality:;
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(b) Creating a central database and mgrating existing data to the
central database; and

(c) Expanding and supporting current anbient nonitoring and
assessnent activities by June 30, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) By June 30, 2011, the departnent of
ecol ogy shall conduct two voluntary pilot groundwater assessnents in
water resource inventory areas experiencing serious or critical

W t hdr awal s. One pilot groundwater assessnent nust be initiated in
western WAshington and one pilot groundwater assessnent in eastern
Washi ngt on.

(2) By June 30, 2009, the departnent of ecology shall prepare a
data gap analysis that evaluates existing groundwater information on
water levels and water quality within each water resource inventory
area of the state. The analysis nust include:

(a) Obtaining and summarizing historic and current nonitoring of
anbi ent groundwater |evels and water quality across the state;

(b) An eval uation of the conpleteness and quality of the data and
concl usi ons produced from such nonitoring and capture and m gration of
useful data;

(c) An identification of groundwater basins where water quantity
| evel s are of concern but no nonitoring is being conducted;

(d) An evaluation and recommendations for quality controls and
ot her protocols associated with data collecti on and managenent;

(e) A conpilation and sunmary of existing studies of groundwater
| evel s, water quality, and nonitoring activities; and

(f) Recommendations on the conponents necessary to establish a
conpr ehensi ve, statew de anbi ent groundwater nonitoring and assessnent
program and the fundi ng necessary to inplenent the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof two mllion five hundred thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, from the general fund to the
departnment of ecology for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. RCWA43.27A.130 is recodified as a section in
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